Purpose: This study attempted to measure the awareness and performance of the forensic nursing role among the emergency department (ED) nurses to emphasize the presence of forensic nurses in ED and suggest encouraging essential forensic nursing education. Methods: A quantitative descriptive survey using a questionnaire was carried out to the nurses, who had a minimum of 6 months experience in the ED. This study was conducted at 7 hospitals in the Republic of Korea. Results: A total of 124 nurses were enrolled. As to the Awareness of the forensic nursing role, all the core data obtained an average of 3.39 points out of 4 points, and the documentation category was the highest score of 3.57. For the performance of the forensic nursing role, all the core data obtained an average of 2.50 points out of 4 points, and a documentation category acquired the highest score of 2.91. There is a significant correlation of (r= .452, p< .001) the awareness and performance of the forensic nursing role. Conclusion: Currently, the awareness regarding the forensic nursing role is low level. Therefore, the performance of forensic nursing role has also become low level. Consequently, forensic nursing education is essential for ED nurses to preserve evidence accurately.
연구 목적
본 연구의 구체적인 목적은 다음과 같다.
1) 대상자의 일반적 특성을 알아본다.
2) 응급실 간호사의 법의간호학적 역할의 인지정도를 알아본다. T he ED nurse has to collect belongings into each provided envelope to be used as an evidence in a custody.
0.75 15
In cases that the ED nurse needs to cut patients' clothing, nurse has to try to avoid spots like a stabbed wound, which might be used as an evidence.
0.61 8
If the ED nurse detects a foreign substance when handling patients like dressing, nurse has to collect the foreign substance at appointed bags.
0.62 11
The ED nurse has to take a photograph to preserve injuries by traffic accidents. 3.05 0.86 23 The ED nurse has to preserve the cleansing solution of the gastrolavage, so this could be used as an evidence.
0.82 18
If the ED nurse uncovers a physical trace from a sexual assault suspect, nurse has to preserve this as an evidence. 
